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Dear Mr Bloch

1 am writing regarding your e-mail of 25 September 2006 requesting under the Freedom of
Information Act - all documents relating to the funding and support of the Iragi National
Congress by the British Government for the years 2002-3. '

1 am pleased to inform you that we have finally completed our deliberations regarding
International Relations. A copy of the information we hold is enclosed.

The information supplied to you continues to be protected by the Copyright, Designs and
Patents Act 1988. You are free to use it for your own purposes, including any non-
commercial research you are doing and for the purposes of news reporting. Any other re-use,
for example commercial publication, would require the permission of the copyright

holder. Most documents supplied by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office will have been
produced by government officials and will be Crown Copyright.

¥ ou can find details on the arrangements for re-using Crown Copyright on HMSOnline at:
http:/'www hmso.gov.uk/copyright/licences/click-use-home htm

Information you receive which is not subject to Crown Copyright continues to be protected
by the copyright of the person, or organisation, from which the information originated. You
must ensure that you gain their permission before reproducing any third party {(non Crown
Copyright) information.

if you have any queries about this letter, please contact me. Please remember to quote the
reference mimber above in any future communications.

If you are unhappy with the service you have received in relation to your request and wish to
make a complaint or request an review of our decision, you should write to.
if you are not content with the outcome your complaint, you may apply directly to the



Information Commissioner for a decision. Generally, the ICO cannot make a decision unless
you have exhausted the complaints procedure provided by the Foreign and Commonwealth
office. The Information Commissioner can be contacted at:

The Information Commissioner’s Office,
Wycliffe House, Water Lane, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 5AF.

Yours sincerely

Alex Parﬁ'idge
Irag Policy Unit
Email: alex partridge@fco.gov.uk

CC.
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Yom aeked for advice on 2 noguest from the gl Natiosd Congress (INC)
Tor 3 oall v the Prune Monister. 1 Icommend o fie Prime Mimister oot
0 a mesting with the INC.

Tha POO maintine rogutar conteet with the INC &1 both official and
ministerial level. The INC have asked for a meeting with Ben Bradshiw which
s been srranged for 12 March, A meeting at a Prime Ministerial love] would
be a siguificant departere from previcus practice. The INC would sex jtes 3
sigrificant policy chenge sad @ sign of incressed UK support. Such s meeting
wodid fordh specalation shout milirary scfion agsinst Trag and plans to ovenirow
Saddsem.
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SUBJECT: IRAQ: TRAQI NATIONAL CONGRESS (INC) REQUEST FOR CALL
% THE PRIME MINISTER

1. The INC hawo asked for 5 call on the Prime MGoister. No.10 have asked for advice. 1
#52ach 4 selfenpiamery draft miznte w PENo
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Lefter dated ﬂﬁehrmym&mtheﬁutéd’lﬂmuu
of the Permanent Mission af!uqtoﬂuﬂnmd Nations
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“Iraqi National Congress™, baved in London and Washington, issued & statement op
13 Febenary 2002 in which & chdmed responsibility for sshotage operaticns during
the past seven months against Ireqi civilian fucilities, including refineries, pumps
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operations.
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seeking to combat terrorism, they sre continuing to apply the smme old policy of
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pumerous countries and permitting such groups to announce such terrovist
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officially by the United Kingdom and the United States.
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prastices of prociaiming the combating of terorism, on the ooe hesd, sod
harbouring terrorists on the other, jeopardize the goal of combuting terrorizm, as
well a3 constituting 2 Yreach of internationsl peace and secuyity, particularly since -
-the United Kingdom chairs the Counter-Terrorism Commities established purscant
to Security Council resolution 1373 (2881), which imposss on it the obligatipn o be
in the forefront of the battle against terrorism in all ity forms xnd manifestations und
naf 1o provide & clear example of double smndards with regard to terrorism.

1 request that this letrer be circulated a5 3 document of the Genersl Anembly,
naﬂutmdamlﬁ.uﬂuf&e&m!yﬂmsﬂ
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FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT CASE 0796/06
FUNDING AND SUPPORT OF THE TRAQ NATIONAL CONGRESS BY THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT FOR THE YEARS 2002 - 2003

DIGEST

The relevant part of ... a briefing for FCO Minister dated 4 February 2002 from
FCO official in Middle East Department to FCO official in Ben Bradshaw’s Office.

Ben Bradshaw meeting with Iraqi opposition: 6 February

* UK policy however does not include support for regime change. There are legal
restraints to actively promoting regime change and it is doubtful that an external
opposition group such as the INC would have the ability to bring it about.”

The relevant part of ... a minute (FCO internal memo) dated 25 February 2002 from
FCO official in Middle East Department to FCO official in Ben Bradshaw’s Office.

Iraqgi National Congress request for a meeting with Mr Bradshaw

“As you are aware, the Iragi National Congress (INC) have requested a meeting with
Mr Bradshaw to update him on INC activities (letter attached). I recommend that Mr
Bradshaw agrees to this meeting.”

“.... Both the INA and SCIRI have suspended their membership of the INC and it
would not be appropriate for the two groups to see Mr Bradshaw together, not would
they be likely to agree to such a proposal.”

“Mr Bradshaw met the INC in the margins of the Labour Party Conference in October
last year.”

*.... Talk in the US of military action against Iraq has included the INC being the
focus of any attempt to overthrow Saddam. We should therefore maintain regular
Ministerial contact with the INC...... .

The relevant part of ... a briefing for FCO Minister, Ben Bradshaw’s meeting with
The Iraqi Opposition, dated 4 March 2002 from FCO official in Middle East
Department to FCO official in Ben Bradshaw’s Office.

Iraq: Mr Bradshaw’s meeting with the Iragi opposition: 5 March

“ UK policy however does not include support for regime change. There are legal
restraints to actively promoting regime change and it is doubtful that an external
opposition group such as the INC would have the ability to bring it about.”



The relevant part of ... a briefing for FCO Minister, Ben Bradshaw’s meeting with
The Tragi National Congress, dated 11 March 2002 from FCO official in Middle East
Department to FCO official in Ben Bradshaw’s Office.

Iraq: Mr Bradshaw’s meeting with the Iraqi National Congress: 12 March

“ UK policy however does not include support for regime change. There are legal
restraings to actively promoting regime change and it is doubitful that an external
opposition group such as the INC would have the ability to bring it about.”

The relevant part of ... a telegram dated 20 November 2002 from the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, London to British Embassy Amman.

Iragi Opposition Sitrep

“An opposition delegation met Head/MED on 20 November and informed him, that
they would hold the conference in the UK between 10-15 December and asked for
help with visas.”

“UK’s current policy 1s to stay in touch with the thinking of opposition groups who
may have a role fo play in shaping a post-Saddam Iraq through meetings and other
contacts”.

“Regular, routine meetings between opposition representatives and officials,
occasional higher level contacts:............ ... ; INC/Ben Bradshaw March; G4
+2/Director MENA August; Preparatory committee of conference/Head MED
November.”

The relevant part of ... Telegram dated 11 Apnil 2003 from British Embassy
Washington to Foreign and Commonwealth London.

US/Irag: Hillsborough Follow Up

“ ... it would be useful if the Prime Minister could make clear to the President that the
process should not be used to crown Chalabi.”

iraq Policy Unit
FCO
2 February 2007
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The Foreign Secraizry was gratefol for vour minite of 22 Movember. He
s coramented that it was "good advice”. The Forsipn Secrstary fhinks fhat,
while siaying cleasly within the rules, we should give any viss applications from
fis= Ir=qi oppostticnists the benefit of the doubt, and try to expedite the
appiications without providiog & fst track.
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